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INTRODUCTION

Participation in cricket for both males and females is expanding in all areas of Victoria, from the backyard
and schools through to junior and senior clubs.

Cricket Victoria's 2007-2011 Strategic Plan, released in August 2007, challenged staff and stakeholders
to identify strategies and opportunities to achieve in six key strategic areas, two of which focused directly
on maximising involvement at all levels of cricket. Those specific goals are:

. Maximise the Victorian community’s participation in cricket
. Maximise the Victorian community’s interest in cricket

A key performance target under the first goal is that “All cricketers have access to appropriate
facilities throughout the season”.

With Victoria in the midst of a prolonged drought, this target was of particular significance, and so a
Steering Committee was established in December 2007 to consider the relevant issues. The Committee
consists of representatives from Cricket Victoria, Victorian Metropolitan Cricket Union, Victorian Country
Cricket League, Victorian Women'’s Cricket Association, Victorian Turf Cricket Association, Victorian Sub-
District Cricket Association and Cricket Victoria's Local Government Consultant. It is a consultative group
formed to investigate and provide recommendations for better managing cricket facilities, including the
use of turf and synthetic wickets to allow cricket to maximise ground usage and participation opportunities
whilst recognising the partnership with councils and the needs of other sports users.

Numerous discussions and meetings resulted in a total of thirty-seven specific strategies in three broad
categories: preserving existing grounds and wickets (including maximising their usage), providing direction
for sustainable growth in developing areas, and improving the management of current facilities.

Cricket Victoria recognises the crucial partnership with local government, who provide access and
management of facilities for clubs and associations. Cricket is indebted to councils for the role they play
in supporting our game and continuing to recognise the important social and health benefits participation
in our sport brings to their communities.

This booklet provides guidelines for cricket clubs, associations and councils to work collaboratively in
addressing current and future turf and synthetic wicket and ground usage challenges, and | commend
its contents to you. The guidelines are reflective of the knowledge, opinions and trends within grassroots
cricket and the up-to-date experience of local government.

We trust that the guidelines in this booklet provide practical assistance to clubs, associations and councils
in their decision-making and planning processes.

Tony Dodemaide
Chief Executive Officer
Cricket Victoria









sy ° ‘
[ ]

L /
The following, 1(1 strategies hav identified to
provid directionllfor %lstainable ) developing
communities, . -

i 4

1. Il turf squares of,_lg!e‘rer bly five wicl!ats widtl to be up to seven to
atér for extra workloa .

| !.\ —
2. Il or add synthetic wicket extto a turf table on-grou ‘!I'
i | & |
3. Cre t.e three-way- partnerships between councils, Cricket.Vi _ he
CrilcketVictOr‘_E'Facilities rants program. [L11.]
H 3 ad

4.  Investigate installing water tanks and equipment tojallow cIuI maintain their own turf

wickets or source alternative water supplies (ie. tj e vYater, re| clredll altér)!
¥ | | | |

5.  Recommend ‘best practice’ turf managementlI idelines for councils ¢ eating an
managing new ovals to be shared between cricketjand other sports.lrl [
| ; [}
: 4 e,
6. Appoint a,CrickeL Victoria s nember 'to liaise with Sport and eation Vict ria+o

access grants ieg. for wat —T— His

= - -

. Encourage counci ing.




The following 9 strategies have been identified to assist
in improving the management of current facilities:

1. On occasions, due to rehabilitation of grounds, stagger the commencement of seasons
for lower elevens to assist clubs and associations in conjunction with councils to prepare
wickets and grounds.

2. Cricket Victoria to design (in conjunction with the relevant TAFEs and turf industry
association) and offer Level 1 Curator courses or endorse existing courses. Cricket
Victoria to investigate with councils the prospect of certificate courses for volunteers.
This could be created, developed and presented in consultation with turf industry
associations.

3. Cricket Victoria to undertake an audit of all turf wickets in Melbourne and their actual
seasonal usage.

4,  Cricket Victoria to survey councils to quantify turf wickets lost or installed in the last five
years.

5. Associations to form a task group to discuss local issues.

6. Clubs and associations should access councils’ available community courses for
volunteers, OH&S and equipment training.

7. Improve communication between associations, clubs and councils regarding availability
of grounds during finals series to enable councils access for ground maintenance.

8. Any new synthetic outfield surfaces to be installed using the Australian Football League /
Cricket Australia synthetic surface accreditation.

9.  Any new synthetic wicket surfaces should be installed with reference to Cricket Victoria’s
approved surface types and suppliers.



Suggested course of action for councils and
cricket associations/clubs:

e Convene joint meeting of stakeholders

Invite Regional Cricket Managers to attend

Develop an action plan

Implement the action plan

For further information on drought response strategies, grants
available to Victorian cricket clubs and associations and general
club information please visit:
www.cricketvictoria.com.au
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