
 

 
 

 

 

CRICKET VICTORIA COUNTRY (23/9/20) & METRO (30/9/20) 

STAKEHOLDER FORUMS Q&A 
 

There were many questions around CoVID19 Return to Train & Return to Play. 
With the state government protocols and rules constantly being reviewed, we 
have removed specific questions and responses from each night as the 
responses could be out of date. 
 
The website is constantly updated based on government advice. Those 
questions asked on the night are covered and included as part of the CoVID19 
FAQs. The CoVID19 FAQS, protocols, policies and resources are located on the 
CV website. We recommend you visit: https://www.cricketvictoria.com.au/clubs-
support/covid-19/covid-19-faqs/ 
 
Any thoughts on what the greatest opportunity is for country cricket is and what 
are CV planning to do to support this, specifically in country Victoria, 
particularly beyond the major centres? 
 
Whilst we have lost staff due to CoVID19, we will look to reinvest when CV and the 
broader economy is in a stronger position. There are exciting regional hubs facilities 
projects which will provide excellent facilities and improve access to playing, coaching 
and administration support for the regional communities.  
 
Cricket Victoria will continue to focus on supporting the junior cricket pathway at club 
level – strong Woolworths Cricket Blast programs leading into junior cricket flowing 
through to senior teams.  Key support areas within this will be the quality of coaching 
within junior teams, infrastructure/facilities, school-club transition and opportunities for 
girls.   
 
We will continue to support rep cricket in partnership with regions, associations and 
the VCCL. CaTS will also continue to identify the best local players and develop local 
coaches through practical education sessions. Finally our field staff will continue to 
provide advice and practical support to all volunteers in Child Safety, MyCricket, junior 
formats and grant applications. 
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Can CV comment or have an indication of how many associations will or won’t 
be playing two-day games this season? 
 
With the potential impact on two-day games if a player contracts CoVID19 mid match 
many associations, including Premier Cricket, will be playing one day games only. It 
is difficult to finalise long term fixtures until we reach step 3. 
 
Is there any guidance for how associations should structure competitions that 
include both metro and regional teams? 
 
CV would recommend associations proceed with as planned and matches that are 
unable to be played between metro and regional clubs are scheduled to played as 
“make up” games later in the year.  
 
I have a question about CV staffing levels in the regions.  Pre-COVID we had a 
decent level of CV staff on the ground, which was particularly beneficial for our 
junior program here in Portland.  CV staffing in our region is now at pre-1995 
levels and i am worried this is going to have a negative impact on junior 
participation levels. What is CV's plan for staffing the regions into the future? 
 
Whilst we have lost staff due to CoVID19, we will look to reinvest when CV and the 
broader economy is in a stronger position. There are exciting regional hubs facilities 
projects which will provide excellent facilities and improve access to playing, coaching 
and administration support for the regional communities. We will continue to support 
rep cricket in partnership with regions, associations and the VCCL. CaTS will also 
continue to identify the best local players and develop local coaches through practical 
education sessions. Finally our field staff will continue to provide advice and practical 
support to all volunteers in Child Safety, MyCricket, junior formats and grant 
applications. 
 
What support is CV implementing this season to support clubs and leagues in 
female cricket so that the traction gained in growing the girls’ game in recent 
years isn't lost as a result of COVID-19? 
 
CV encourages you to make contact with your local regional staff who will endeavour 
to support in any way they can. 
 
Do we anticipate the community/club cricket games and/or training in regional 
areas will be monitored by Victoria Police or any other authorities? 
 
Based on what we have seen over the past 6 or so months, we do expect that 
members of the community will report practices they feel are questionable and 



 

potentially authorities will be doing audit checks too. Hopefully the restrictions continue 
to ease, but the start will be the hardest. 
 
What is going to happen with the pathways program? The loss of resource in 
the country some of these kids will not get any recognition in the future, this is 
a loss to potential premier and state players, this needs to be addressed 
urgently. 
 
The new player pathway model for 2021/22 that has been approved and endorsed by 
the CV Board articulates the overall vision. 
 
As we have a ground in NSW, when playing there do we need to follow Vic 
guidelines, or can we follow NSW especially in regard to spectators? 
 
Spectators are allowed but NSW based grounds are to follow NSW rules. Check with 
local association relating to your local competition. 
 
Carpooling may be a big issue for regional areas, especially with juniors. 
 
It is currently discouraged by DHHS but not 100% 'banned' from occurring. Check out 
the latest DHHS wording as this can change from time to time. 
 
Any indication of the status of level 2 and beyond coaching programs? 
 
Aiming for a February offering once restrictions allow and representative cricket has 
complete. We will also be looking to offer a representative course regionally in 2021. 
 
What is the status of MyCricket? The tool had many issues last season - 
particularly with registered juniors playing senior cricket - and support seemed 
unable to resolve this over the course of the year - is this situation unchanged 
for season 2020/21? 
 
Cricket Australia has increased its support team for this summer to help with queries 
and we also hope that the issues are far less this year. They had a recent hitch with 
Marsh connection that is fixed. Reach out to your regional staff with ongoing issues or 
contact the CA 'Help Desk" 1800cricket or mycricketsupport@cricket.com.au. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Has CV looked along the lines of AFL by raising the pathway program age next 
season due to the COVID loss of pathway this year? 
 
This is not something we have discussed however AFL use the age group their draft. 
Please note rep cricket this year is planned by the VCCL, VMCU, VSDCA and Premier 
Cricket. The CV statewide U/16s has been cancelled for this year. 
 
Will premier clubs be allocated country zones like SA? 
 
No, players’ choice. 
 
Are there more web sessions for COVID. They appear to be booked out 
tomorrow? 
 
All webinars are available on the CV website now to watch now. Head to  
https://www.cricketvictoria.com.au/clubs-support/covid-19/  Additional webinars will 
be conducted on a needs basis. 
 
Travel is a massive factor for country kids going to Premier clubs. 
 
CV will continue to work closely with talented regional players to assist with this factor. 
Training within Cricket Areas will hopefully reduce some of the travel stress that is 
involved.  
 
How are CV working to increase female participation? Are there ways for clubs 
to work with CV? 
 
Our next webinar is on this very topic and your local Field Force team will be more 
than happy to talk to you around area-specific support. 
 
We seem to be struggling to find soil for our turf wickets. Our regular supplier 
will not have any for a month or so. Do you have any contacts? 
 
Contact your local CV staff member and they will be able to assist. 
 
Is it possible for CV to ask the Cricket Community what we want and need for 
next five years? 
 
Ongoing engagement / input from the community is critical. Please reach out.  
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Are there any further updates in relation to Junior Blasters, Master Blasters & 
Wednesday evening Girls cricket competition? 
 
Please contact your local Field Force member to discuss how we can help. 
 
Where does the regional Melbourne Metro Model sit now? 
 
We will continue to work with associations on the benefits of the strategy such as 
building self-funded models to employ professional administrators. They can assist 
with fixturing, umpire rosters, promotion, fund raising and strategic direction. 
Fundamental to this is how volunteers continue to be involved. Area Managers have 
established good working relationships with associations so this work will continue to 
evolve over the coming season.  Associations will decide if this option is best for their 
context and circumstances.  
 
Are the level 1 face to face courses going to be running and if not, will there be 
wriggle room around not being able to get volunteers accredited during this 
period? 
 
Yes with 10 modules online and 2-hour face to face once things open up. 
 
Will you be providing more information around community programs such as 
Master Blasters or Girls Cricket? 
 
Tonight, was a broad stakeholder forum - not to deep dive in to program specific 
information. But you are encouraged to watch the 1-hour webinar from last week on 
WWCB. Stay tuned for a similar opportunity in the next week or so on Growing Girls 
Cricket. Head to https://www.cricketvictoria.com.au/clubs-support/club-development-
webinar-series/.  If you need more, please reach out to your regional staff for help. 
 
Is there any information on the Dettol partnership mentioned in the Herald Sun 
this week? 
 
Stay tuned on this. 
 
For Junior Cricket Associations, CV has taken away on the ground support, 
Junior Formats mean on balance ground hire costs per player go up (based on 
fewer players per team), Associations lose revenue for ball royalties from the 
use of Softaballs, and now we have to pay for the Stage 1 & 2 Scorebooks when 
they were previously free.  I am keen to know where you are looking to help 
Associations generate additional income to cover for these costs.  None of 
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these issues impact Premier Clubs and yet their royalties don't seem to have 
been touched. 
 
Thanks for your question. It’s important that evidence shows Junior Formats is helping 
clubs to retain more juniors and increasing the number of girls playing. We 
acknowledge that whilst some costs may have increased, junior formats is helping 
retention, the quality of the games and levels of participation. This is a long-term 
strategy that is working but we do want to continue to support clubs. Clubs now receive 
greater revenue through the WWCB model, Growing cricket for girls funding, facility 
funding for nets and club improvements. 
 
No mention of support for Veterans’ Cricket. Do we reach out to individual zones 
for help or is there a resource to assist in reaching all veterans across the state? 
 
Yes, I would encourage you to reach out to your local CV contacts. We also continue 
to work Ian Hammett and Greg Johston from the Veterans Cricket Associations.  
 
Is there going to be restrictions placed on players if they are playing so much 
cricket e.g. club, school, VMCU and then in premier cricket competition? 
 
No, we continue to attempt to align all competitions however it is difficult. Ultimately it 
is a decision for each individual but CV encourages all players and parents to ensure 
they balance their study, playing and other commitments. 
 
How will CV address the perception that Community Cricket where 99% of 
people play has been abandoned at the expense of BBL and Premier? Staff 
numbers have been slashed - how does that help community cricket? 
 
There is no doubt the uncertainty and financial impact of CoVID19 has hit Australian 
cricket and all parts of the sports industry particularly community sport. CV, like other 
states and territories, will look to reinvest in resources and staffing levels to support 
community clubs as the financial situation improves. We are also looking to examine 
how we deliver cricket effectively through greater utilisation of technology and digital 
platforms to connect and support club volunteers and teachers. 
 


